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Preface

This book contains an analysis of some of the most important probate
dispute cases in Hong Kong. It shows how serious problems and prolonged
litigations could arise from the succession process of some of the
wealthiest families in Hong Kong, sometimes despite the assistance of able
professionals. Whilst it should not be treated as an exhaustive checklist
for successful succession planning, the lessons that could be learned
from these cases could surely guide the testator in his or her succession
planning, and avoid a lot of angsts amongst the family members expecting
to inherit significant wealth.

Ultimately the best way to ensure smooth succession and keep peace and
harmony in the family is to nurture the right values amongst the family
members. But it is a task easier said than done.

It is hoped that this little book could shed light on how our courts deal with
the common issues in probate disputes, and provide guidance on how such
disputes could be resolved, and more importantly, avoided.

ONC Lawyers
February 2025

FF

REWHE LD Y ERSREZNFERS  LELEBERRKNE
FERMAR  AEEEXRATNSHE BRINEBERENH T

REITERNFNR - MARAEWARETIFTERINEEREINTER  (BEL

PIRNREIZE > BEMEREEFERZEHEN2EEE -

W3 HW

1k REBFENE - BUEIRAAE  RERERERTEIUREHN
BES  BERERDHEM -

BFIRZEASRGEES YREB LGN FREZERMTNE RHEE -
TR BRI AR E LAl - EERAVR - R R LI -

ONC t{RFR1ZE B FEFT
2025 € 2 A



Disclaimer

This book is published by ONC Lawyers. The interpretations or representations
of or the views or opinions on law contained in this book are based on the law
in force in Hong Kong as of February 2025. The law and procedures in this
book are very specialised and complicated. The advice on the interpretation
of law or any particular issue is only given generally. It is for reference only
and cannot be relied upon as legal advice in any individual case. Please seek
independent legal advice before taking any action in respect of any particular
case or matter in connection with the subject matter of this book.

ONC Lawyers shall not be held liable for any losses, damages, costs or
expenses directly or indirectly as result of any use of or reference to any
information or content in this book or in connection to any content, statement
or information (including any interpretations or representations of or any
views or opinions on law) contained in this book.
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1. Estate of Tycoon Teddy Wang: How Nina Kung 1. FTERBEEXR : BNMONABRNRSESEE

Triumphed in the Legal Battle against her Father-in-law
EEEHKA

The Billionaire Vanishes

The decade long legal saga began with the mysterious
disappearance of Mr Teddy Wang Teh-huei (“Mr Wang”), founder
of the Chinachem Group. In 1990, Mr Wang was kidnapped for
ransom. It was not his first encounter, but, this time, the 56-year-old
billionaire had never been seen since. In 1999, Mr Wang'’s father
(“Father”) was granted leave by a judge to swear to his belief that
Mr Wang’s death had occurred on or since 1990. Mr Wang was
legally declared dead.

Following this development, the Father claimed probate of a will
executed in 1968" under which he was the sole beneficiary (the
“1968 Will”). At the time of the 1968 Will, there were marital
difficulties between Mr Wang and his wife, Nina Kung (“Nina”).
However, later, by 1970, the couple had reconciled and went on to
build a highly successful business empire together.

In response to the Father’s action, Nina counterclaimed for probate
of a Chinese, homemade will dated 12 March 1990, under which
she was the sole beneficiary (the “1990 Will”).

In his affirmations, Mr Wang’s butler (the “Butler”) claimed to
have signed the 1990 Will as a witness after witnessing Mr Wang
himself do so. As the identity of another attesting witness could not
be ascertained at all, the Butler was Nina’s most valuable witness.
However, the Butler passed away before he could give evidence in
court. His death before trial must therefore have been “a surprise
and a blow” for Nina, and correspondingly, “a surprise and a boon”
for the Father.

The Father accused the 1990 Will of being a forgery, setting the
stage for the dramatic legal showdown in history.
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Nina’s Defeats at the Lower Courts

Unparalleled in the legal history of Hong Kong, the trial at the first
instance was a chimera, devouring a significant part of the judicial
capacity and a serpent’s tail in the form of a 600-page judgment,
extending over a record-breaking 172 days across a 14-month
period .

The central issue at trial was whether the 1990 Will purportedly
signed by Mr Wang was a forgery. Having heard evidence from
handwriting experts and after examining the similarities and
differences between the questioned signatures and the known
signatures, David Yam J found the purported signatures of both the
Butler and Mr Wang to be forgeries:

(1) He identified 8 significant differences in the character “ £ 7, 6
significant differences in the character “ &2 ”, and 5 significant
differences in the character “ #& ”. He said that there was no
acceptable explanation for those differences.

(2) He also identified the unnaturalness of the Butler’s signatures,
more than 10 significant differences and 6 less conspicuous
features that suggested forgery, including incidences of
retouching/rewriting, unnatural pen movements, lack of
smooth turning, tremors, and slow writing.

Expressing his sentiments on the issue, the judge said, “apart
from being cogent and strong, they [the evidences] are to the
extent that the only conclusion | can draw is that | have no
doubt at all these eight signatures are nothing but forgeries.”

In addition, the judge referred to 9 matters as “suspicious
circumstances”, which were supportive of the Father’s case:

(1) Mr Wang had no reason to change his mind, having made the
Father the sole beneficiary under the 1968 Will.

(2) Mr Wang was a prudent person who was never slow in engaging
the services of lawyers. There was no reason for him to prepare
a homemade will.

2 Wang Din Shin v Nina Kung (unreported, 21 November 2002, HCAP8/1999, Yam J)
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2 Wang Din Shin v Nina Kung (unreported, 21 November 2002, HCAP8/1999, Yam J)





